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SUBJEOT TF]IAL OF JAPANESE WAR CRIMINAL - LT. T. KATAGIRI.

De Po W, & T (for Confirming Authority).

I have read through the proceedings of the
Court convened under the Wer YUrimes Aot for the trial
of the above officer when he was chaprged with murder,
in thet he In the Northern Celebes ir the menth of June
1845 aided and abetted Lt. Yunomura in the murder of two
Australian prisoners of war held by the Japansss, and was
Tound gullty end sentenced to imprisonment for 10 ysara.

2, I have also rsad the petitlon of the acecused
againat the severity of the sentence.

De This 1s ths same Incldent that Lt. Yunomura :
was tried for by another lourt and alsoc Rear Admirael Hamanaks
and Lt-Comdr. Baron Takesalie.

4, In my copinion the Court were justified in
believing that the accused recommsnded the execution te

the Admirsl slthough that execuiion was in compliznce with

an order igsued by a highser cepmand., I am of tThe opinion that
the proceedings were rightly confirmed and cther Lhan my gensral
remarks in previous Courts about the undesirability of holding
Japanese priscners for long terms in gaal, I do not consider
thet the sentence ia excessive.

5. This prisonsr certeinly in my oolnion hes a
greater degree of guilt than Lt. Yunomurs and I should have
thought an equal degree of gullt with the Admiral.

G I would recommend that the petltion should be
di smisged.

15.5.46, JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL .
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