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- I have raad throug
Urimes Court held on 3rd, 4th,
for tha triel of this officer ear

rooesedings of The Wer
and 13th Pscember, 1045
nen the offilicer

wes found not muilty but the Frivates were found gullby of
comuitting a war erifa, that Is to say, murder of & prisoner
of war and were sentenced to 10 years' lmprisonmenta

£he petition dated 17th December,
sentence of the Court.

Se This trial
out of the execution of
airmen on 23rd Yerch, 1

s of & number of trisls held arising
three Australisn airmen and one American
4 Talaud Islands.

4. There is no dlspute sbout the facts. The story

brought out st all these trisls was as follows *-

Se Pricr to 25rd March, 1945, the

to had separately crashed elther on the Islan
a8

e four sirmen referrsd
Islan
snd had been tegken oprisoners by the Japaneses.

:
4 or close thereto

B The Golonel in charge of the Japanese troops on the
Tsland slleges that as & result of ocrders received from higher
sommand (but such orders were not sstisfgetorily proved and were
dented by a staff officer of the higher cormend) he decided the
four airmen were bto be executed. lo trial o legal proceedings
$~ convict them of an offence was held.

e A& few days prior to 25rd lerch, 1945 a confersnce
of officers was held at which the orders for the execu jon of

the orisoners was announced end 1t was decidsd that ths exscution
would talke place on & formal parsades

Be On 25pd Mderch, 1945 the formel perade of all trocps
was held Ffor the oresentation of colours which nad been recsived
from the Japenese Empercr. At'the termination of tkis formal
parsade, details of four Compenies of the Egttaliog, appgrently
consisting of scme 20 or 30 g formed up and mar;nad

some 1ittle distance to ] en referred to as the
sxecution ground. it was thers i€ nies wers fo?meu up
senaratelj'under thel: anid cne prlsoner wWas
handed over to each ©
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