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SuRIECT: TRIAL OF JAPANESE WAR ORININAL - GAPT. T. IWASA.

D. P. W, & T (for Confirmine Authority).

I have read through the orocsedings of the War
Crimes Court held on 29th and 30th lNovember end 15th Decembar,
1945 for the trial of this officer when he was found gullty
of committing a war crims, that is to say, murder of a priscnasr
of war and was sentenced to suffer death by shootinge -

2. I have also read the petlition dated 17th December,
1945, sgeinst the finding end sentence of the Courts

D This trisl is one of a numbsr of trials hsld
arising out of the execution of three Australian sir-msn and
ons American elr-men on 23rd Narch, 1945 at Taleud Islandse.

4. There 1s no dispute a2boubt the fects, Tha story
brought out at all these trisls was as follows i-

e Prior to 23rd larch, 1945, the four Air-men referred
to had sepsrately crashed either on the Islend or close thereto
and had been tsksn prisonsers by the Jaepanese.

6 T Colonel in chsrge of the Jepanese troops on the
Island allege¥; as a result of orders received from higher eomaaa.nd’
but such arders were not satisfactorily proved and wers denled

by & staff officer of the higher command, ®ees he declded the

four Alr-men were to be executed, No trial or legal proceedings
to convict them of an offence was held.

Te 4 Tew days prior to 25rd March, 1945 a conference
of officers was held at which the orders for the executlon of
the prisonsrs waes asnnounced and 1t was decidsd that the
execution would take place on a formal perade.

. 8, On 28rd liarch, 1945 the formal psrade of gll troops
wes held for the presentation of colours which had been received
Prom the Jananess Emperor. At the termination of this formal
parade, details of four Companies of the Battalilon, gnparently
consisting of some 20 or 30 men were formed up and marched
some littls distance to what has been referred to as the
exscution pround. It was there the Companies were formed up
separately under their respective officers and one prisoner was
handsd over to each Company for execution.

9, A lerge cross hzd been erected in front of each
Company znd a grave dug and ths prisoner was blind-folded and
tied to the cross facingz the Company on perads. The of ficar

in cherge of esch Company stood in front of his men and betwoen
them end the wrisoner to be exscuted.

10 Each Company Commender then cellied out a man from
the ranks, and in one cass btwo men were and the man
sdvanced snd came bto atbention ir of the priscner when
the officer in command of the Campeny gave the order "Fix bayonetss
# prepere to lungfand®lunge" when the Privats bayonetted the
pri sorer in the heart. The Private whe had actually bayonetted
then merched baeck to his nosition Iin the ranks, the ﬁg;sonsr was -
sntied eand buried and the whole nerade thsn marched off under
thelr officers.

153 Cant. Iwasa was 1n one of the above

. i A

Compenies snd personelly gave © A to his Lrlvgta te

carry oukt the execution. The whole psrade gnd execution wers
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serrisd ocut at the direct orders ol Colonel Koha, the seni
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